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 Photos from the last meeting 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

September, 2009 

 
Have a labor-less Labor Day holiday. 
 
On Friday, September 25th at 9 A.M. in Judge Vince Sprinkle’s court room in the Ft. Worth 
Courthouse there will be a hearing regarding the liquor license for the Daiquiris To Go that 
wants to open on E. Lancaster across from Sonic.  There have been many letters from 
neighborhoods, St. Rita’s Church and the petition from HNA sent.  If we don’t want this in 
our area, we need as many people as possible to attend this hearing to let them know we 
don’t want this kind of business out here. 
Lucy Jane Mock called and reported on a problem with the blue mail drop boxes.  She 
stated a neighbor dropped a letter in one and when he withdrew his hand it was sticky.  
Apparently glue had been put on the slide part of the box and the letter stuck to it.  His 
check was stolen.  Also, sometimes a net is placed in the box to catch letter.  There is a 
mail drop in the Handley Station Post Office.  Lucy Jane wanted the word passed along. 
Got an e-mail from Meals on Wheels and they are desperate for volunteers on the east 
side, Monday thru Friday.  It only takes about an hour to deliver a route and you meet 
some very nice folks who really appreciate the food. 
Please call Debbie at 817-336-0912. 
Marc Versey, our State Representative, will be at our September meeting to report on the 
last session. 
Also, for our September meeting we have planned a night of Bingo with some great prizes.  
As usual a light meal will be served. 
The meeting is September 14, 6:30 P.M. at Handley United Methodist Church.  Please 
come and have a fun night of Bingo. 
 
Joann 
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Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 

 
The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, August  10, 2009 at the Handley United 

Methodist Church.  President Joann Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Hez Bellows 

opened the meeting with a prayer. 

The minutes were read and approved as read.  The Treasurer’s report was also read and ap-

proved.   The following announcements were made by President Joann Ehlers: 

The Daiquri ladies’ liquor license was approved.   Letters were written by Mike Harrison, 

the President of HHDC and Joann Ehlers to the  TABC and to the judge about opposition 

to the place.   A petition was also passed out opposing the business.  Also, other neighbor-

hood associations were also opposing it. 

Checks can be sent to P.O. Box 8189, Fort Worth, TX 76124 made payable to the Historic 

Handley Railroad Museum. 

 Doris Harrison reminded everyone about the Eleventh Handley Festival that will be the 

second weekend in October.  Doris Harrison asked people to make handmade things to sell 

in a craft booth.  They should bring any handmade things to the store.  Joann is making a 

quilt to raffle. 

The following reports were given: 

NPO Kim Gardner reported the crime statistics from July 25-31 thru August 1-7, 2009. 

The first week there were 13 offenses including 3 burglaries of habitations, 4 burglary of vehicles 

and 3 thefts.  There were 6 offenses the second week with 4 being thefts.  NPO’s are on details bur-

glaries and have caught several.  Peak offense time is 8PM – 12PM. 

Yard of the month for August is Iva Mae Lassiter at 7133 Jewell. 

Betty Coomer, Code Blue, reported that Fort Worth was first to start Code Blue training in 1991.   

The Gun Buy Back Program will be held on August 15 2PM – 6PM at 3727 Miller St. to try to get 

guns off the street. Will give $50 certificate and will ask no questions.  All vacant buildings should 

be boarded up where no one can enter. 

 

Councilman Frank Moss spoke that the city budget will be presented to the council tomorrow 
(Continued on page 10) 

HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES 

AUGUST 10, 2009 

September, 2009 
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Hi- Summer vacation is over and 
school is in full swing now.  Please be 
careful when driving, especially 
through school zones, as our little 
ones dart in and out between cars. 
Speaking of being careful, we had a 
mishap in our Handley area recently 
about 5:00 p.m. on a Wednesday af-
ternoon on August 12th., our beautiful 

expensive clock on Handley Drive was mowed down by 
a motorist.  Not only did the clock get knocked down, 
but one of our benches got broken and one of our trees 
was injured.  The bad ting is, the woman was given my 
2 telephone numbers and said she would call me or 
have her insurance company call me.  To this date I 
have heard nothing from either. The clock belongs to 
Historic Handley Development Corp. and Handley 
Neighborhood Assoc. We are looking for a white SUV 
type van driven by a white woman with strawberry blond 
long hair and the car will have a badly dented front 
bumper and dented hood where the clock fell on it.  The 
clock fell on the bench and broke it also. Please be on 
the lookout for a car of this description and notify us if 
you spot it.  We need this woman’s insurance informa-
tion and the police tell us it is considered a hit and run 
accident.  This is the only information we have to go on. 

The Historic Handley Development Corp. con-
tinues to meet and make plans for the upcoming Octo-
ber 10th, street festival.  It promises to be the best by far 
this year. 

Please start looking for the colorful cans dis-
played in all our places of business for donations to the 
“Historic Handley Rail Road Museum Project.”  Your 
donations will be very much appreciated and will help us 
greatly in accomplishing this goal. 

Our speaker for our Handley Neighborhood As-
sociation in August was Shirlee Wilkinson, who is our 
Code Blue Coordinator.  She gave a fantastic talk on 
her Code Blue experiences and on Code Blue involve-

ment.  We do need more people to participate in this 
worth while organization.  We need more patrollers out 
there helping keep our city free of crime. 

Handley Neighborhood Assoc. yard of the 
month for September goes to A.D. and Joyce William-
son at 7308 Meadowbrook Drive.  Please drive by and 
see what a beautiful front and back yard they have.  
Congratulations to the Williamsons for receiving this 
award. A lot of hard work goes into keeping and main-
taining a yard so pretty. 

Our CPA (Citizens Police Academy) has just 
finished its 3rd class out of 12 classes.  We got to take a 
tour of the Fort Worth City Jail.  It was really an eye 
opener.  I’m a telling you, I don’t ever intend to do any-
thing to make me be an in-house guest there.  Last 
week we had 3 guest speakers.  One was from COLD 
CASE, one from Robbery and one from Homicide.  
They were all very informative.  Ninety-two percent of 
the murder cases are done by someone the murder vic-
tim knows. .There are 754 Cold Cases from 1964 to the 
present unsolved. 

Paul’s Liquor on Meadowbrook Drive has been 
sold to a man who lives in Irving.  Let’s hope he main-
tains the place like Tran has done the past five years.   

Our Handley High School Alumni officers met at 
Luby’s Restaurant recently to make plans for the up-
coming Alumni Luncheon to be held at the Handley 
United Methodist Church the same day in October as 
the street festival, October 10th.   

Our Texas National Night Out Against Crime 
will be on Tuesday, October 6th, at the Gazebo on 
Handley Drive from 6:00 p.m. till 9:00 p.m.  Eddie Harri-
son has just had the gazebo freshly painted. Please do 
plan to participate in these functions.  We will have 
some snacks and drinks. .Do mark these dates on your 
calendars. 

Please remember our sick & bereaved mem-
bers in your thoughts and prayers. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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TREASURER’S ISLAND 
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Frances Brewer is still in rehab.  I saw Sid Landrum at 
Dixie House the other day with his brother-in-law, Bill 
Weiler.  Freddie Holcomb has been having a lot of trouble 
with her leg and is having trouble getting around.   

Don’t forget that the Ryanwood Neighborhood’s 
next meeting is a covered dish dinner affair and is on Oc-
tober 27th.   

Ira Noble is holding a meeting at his house every 
Wednesday at 2:00 p.m. to discuss the world affairs and 
how they are going and possibly start a grass roots 
group.  If you are concerned how the country is being run 
and want to try to do something about it, please feel free 
to join his group at 7428 Meadowcrest Dr.  His phone # is 
817-457-1498. 

The Captains Meeting is August 31st. at east sec-
tor on Handley Dr. at 6:00 p.m. 

Our September meeting for HNA will be a fun 
meeting.  We are playing “Bingo” and we have some 
pretty neat prizes.  We will also have eats, as usual. 

Handley Code Blue met on August 17th.  Shirlee 
Wilkinson brought our new radios and trained our group 
on their use.   

The donut shop by Church’s Chicken on Mead-
owbrook Dr. right off Forest has delicious  
donuts.  Go by and pay them a visit and have a snack 
and some coffee for breakfast with them.  He is just open 
in the mornings. 

The Flyin Pig Pizza place, formerly Charlie’s 
Pizza is closed or is closing.  They are located on Hand-
ley Drive just off Meadowbrook Dr. 

This is some news that might be of interest to 
some of you. .It’s a book that’s a must read for anyone 
with an IRA, a 401 (k) or an equivalent type of retirement 
savings account,  The book is  “The Retirement Savings 
Time Bomb” by Ed Slott, who is a CPA and tax advisor.  
The book is highly recommended and reading it may save 
you and /or your beneficiaries thousands of dollars in 
taxes, including penalties. The sooner you read the book, 
the more likely you are to benefit.   You can buy this book 
at the bookstores.  I have just recently purchased my 
copy, but haven’t had time to set down to read it.  I will do 
that soon. 

Eastside Ministries is always in need of clothes 

(Continued from page 5) and food and it is an organization right here in our own 
area.  They are in need of any type of canned corn at 
this time. 

The next Code Blue training will be on Septem-
ber 12th at east sector on E. Lancaster on Saturday   
8:30 a.m. till 4:30 p.m.  The trainings will take place on 
the second Saturdays of the month.  They need to have 
at least 6 people at a time for the training.  Please let 
Shirley know if you are interested in taking the training.  
Did you know that Fort Worth has a zero tolerance for 
crime?  If you must park you car on the street at night, 
take the valuables out and lock your car.  If you see a 
car going real slow down the street possibly scoping 
out the neighborhood, write down the license plate 
number and call 911.  Be a good neighbor by being a 
good crime watch neighbor.  It’s better to call 911 and it 
be a false alarm than not to call and it be the real thing.  
Let the authorities ask questions.  We need to make it 
difficult for our neighborhoods to have crimes of oppor-
tunity. 

Code Compliance  There are things you can do 
to keep from being ticketed.  One is, do not park on the 
grass. Another way to avoid a ticket is to not put your 
tree limbs on the curb until the second week of the 
month, and have your dumpsters up and away from the 
curb before Friday noon.   Do not tie your dogs up ei-
ther in the front or back yards and never let them run 
loose. Did you know that you can be fined if your yard 
man blows grass clippings and etc. into the street?  
Save yourself some tickets by adhering to the rules and 
regulations. 

There will be no CAC meeting in September 
due to Labor Day. 
Take care until next time, 
Betty Coomer 
____________________________________________ 

Random thoughts from  

my earlier days in Handley 
  
 When I was growing up in Handley I remem-
ber lots of good times. I came from a large old 
family here in Handley, the Routts. I can remember 
when Handley was a town by itself with our own 

September, 2009 
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fire truck, Dr. Foster's clinic, grocery stores, and a 
corner drug store with soda fountain. I also remem-
ber my future husband and others "hanging 
around" the corner drug store to watch the girls go 
by! My grandmother had a post office box in the 
Handley Post Office as there was no house to 
house deliver/ of mail. Her address was Box 2, 
Handley, Texas. We also boasted a second drug 
store run by the Lynch's. There was a branch li-
brary in back part of the 5 and 10 store run by Miss 
Virgie Smith. We also had barber shops, beauty 
shop, bank, and picture show. I remember when we 
had the old telephones hung on the wall and had to 
crank it to get the operator to answer to connect us 
with the number we wanted. 
 I remember sleeping outside during the sum-
mer and not concerned about being outside. There 
was no need to lock door to our houses. We felt 
safe as could be. 
 We had good artisan water from our own 
Handley well. When Fort Worth annexed Handley, 
we had to use the Fort Worth water and lots of peo-
ple didn't like it. It was "hard" water and we were 
used to "soft" water. Also, when Fort Worth put in 
the street lights on East Lancaster, the street was 
closed one night to celebrate with dancing and vis-
iting. The lights were a great improvement and it 
was called "The Great White Way." 
 The churches were very important to the peo-
ple of Handley. I was a member of the Handley 
Methodist Church on the corner of Forest Ave and 
Church Street where the fire house now stands. 
When I was married in the church in the summer 
time, I remember the candles on the altar were 
melting before the services were over. Of course, 
no air conditioning. 
 The Handley Elementary School (on the same 
property on East Lancaster as the old Cowtown Inn 
which was recently torn down) consisted of the 
first grade through the sixth grade. Then we 
attended the old Handley High School on Haynie. 
The grades consisted of seventh through the 
twelfth. There was not a large number of students 
and everyone knew everyone, even who went out 

on a date over the week-end. The old school stood 
for many years as my parents went to the 
old Handley High School too. 
 My girl friends and I use to ride bikes on 
Meadowbrook Drive. It was out in the country with 
just trees and a narrow street - no houses. 
 When we needed to go to Fort Worth, we had 
to buy a bus ticket at the corner drug store to 
catch a Greyhound bus that would take us to 
downtown. We would do our shopping there and 
sometimes take in a picture show. 
 While in High School the new football field 
needed lights so games could be played a night. 
The residents and business men of Handley got 
high school kids to work in the stores and in their 
homes. All money made was then combined to 
install the lights. 
 There was no lunch room at the high school, 
so we had to leave at noon to get something to eat 
or bring our lunch and eat in the balcony of the 
auditorium. I lived close to home so I walked home 
for lunch. I was lucky to have my Mom at home all 
day. 
 I enjoyed living in a small town. The friends 
that I made in high school ended up being friends 
for life. There are still a lot of people located in the 
Handley area that have been here for a very long 
time. I have lived in the same house in the Handley 
area for 50 years. How time does fly. 

Carol Routt Austin 

Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad:  $120 
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad  

is not an endorsement of products or services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order 

to reserve a space. To place an ad call, 
Lloyd Jones at 817- 451- 2381 

Or Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059  



Page  8 HANDLEY HAPPENINGS  September, 2009 

HANDLEY KEEPS HISTORICAL FEEL 
AREA IS LIKE A TRIP THROUGH TIME 

BY KATTI GRAY, STAR-TELEGRAM WRITER 
October 30-31, 1985 
EAST SIDE EXTRA 

  
The front and back doors of Brown Furniture were ajar.  Indian summer breezes were breaking 
the shop’s stillness.  There were no customers late last Wednesday afternoon as Charles 
Brown, 65, sat leisurely behind the counter. 
  
The blades of the antique pocket knives he hoped to sell looked sharp enough, but he peered 
over his eyeglass rims just to make sure.  Brown and his wife, Eva, 70, were taking advantage of 
the slowdown in business as homebound workers in cars hummed past.  The building that 
houses their 6517 E. Lancaster Ave. business was built in 1918 during the early days of Hand-
ley, a township Fort Worth annexed in 1947.  Walking through the neighborhood is like taking a 
trip back in time. 
  
The Browns moved their shop to Handley 25 years ago from a building on Houston Street, 
where part of Tarrant County Convention Center now sits.  Handley is bounded by Meadow-
brook Drive on the north, Texas and Pacific Railroad and E. Lancaster on the south, Tierney 
Boulevard on the west and Cooks Lane on the east.  Antique rockers, planters, tools and tables 
lining a sidewalk outside the store are an enticement to ever greater things, the gray haired cou-
ple said.    Inside 13 foot high white ceilings laden with large clover like designs are intact.  A 
more than 35 year old Emerson ceiling fan still whirs above.  A hip-high swinging wooden gate 
separates the cash register area from a narrow showroom.   
  
―This is really just Handley.  All the old store fronts are exactly as they were,‖ Brown said, pull-
ing a slender 3-foot long photograph from behind the counter.  ―It’s an atmosphere that attracts 
people’s attention, and it’s been good for business.‖  Brown’s yard long photo taken in 1927 
shows the 6500 and 6600 blocks of East Lancaster that held retail shops, offices and a 
bank.  Across the street is a rail-road depot.   
  
Several yards down the avenue is the barn-shaped Howell Feed Store, which still does busi-
ness.  The depot and First National Bank of Handley are gone from the strip, along with artesian 
wells that were scattered throughout Handley.  Gone also is the small, white-washed Union 
Church that was used on alternate Sundays by Baptist, Presbyterian and Methodist church-
goers.  It was next to the historically marked Handley Cemetery, east of the Texas Electric Ser-
vice Company plant on East Lancaster.  Those things were demolished long before Bettye Bur-

(Continued on page 9) 
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Help the newsletter grow.   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area 
(they will be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd-jones2854@sbcglobal.net 

September, 2009 

gess, her husband John, and two children moved to Handley from the South Side in 1964. 
Handley was a place of clean air, cheap living and friendly neighbors she said.  Cows grazed in 
grassy backyards amid wildly growing splotches of red and yellow Indian paintbrush.  As re-
cently as the 1970’s children rode horses in fields across from Burgess’s 1930’s ranch-style 
home on Sandy Lane .    To hear some tell it, the living hasn’t been so good since annexa-
tion.  Even the water, they say, doesn’t taste the same.  The area has changed 
since  1947.  World War 11 brought a housing boom, but many of the area’s old residents have 
died, or moved away, and aging homes have been demolished in recent years.  
  
The heart of old Handley—officially dubbed East Handley—is bordered by Loop 820 on the 
east, Meadowbrook on the north and the Texas and Pacific Railroad on the south. 
West Handley—west of that neighborhood—is bounded by Tierney on the west, 820 on the 
east, Meadowbrook on the north, East Lancaster on the south.  Handley Hitson—east of Old 
Handley—is bounded by Sandy Lane on the west, Cooks Lane on the east, Meadowbrook on 
the north and Arlington city limits on the south.  Much of the housing stock in old Handley was 
built during World War II and the 1950’s.   Some, however, sprang up before 1900, including 
Nellie Mae Rennel’s Handley Drive home that was built in 1916.  
  
To be continued in October 2009 Newsletter              Betty ―Drinkard‖ Coomer         I remember 
going in Brown’s Store with my Mom, Bonnie Drinkard,—so very many years ago.  

(Continued from page 8) 
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night and that there may be many things that may be impacting the East side.  He encouraged 

people to send letters to him to support the Railroad Station area for Handley as it is critical and 

we need to move on it.   

 

HNA speaker was Shirlee Wilkinson, Code Blue Coordinator of the Fort Worth Police Depart-

ment.  Shirlee has been the Code Blue Coordinator for thirteen years and has won many awards.   

The Fort Worth Code Blue was started in 1991 with the first class graduating 102 members.  

Code Blue has trained over 5000 members with 1600 still being active.  Training consists of 8 

hours classroom training and 8 hours with police officer.  Uniforms are provided by the City of 

Fort Worth.  Shirlee encouraged Code Blue people to take the refresher course that has been up-

dated.  Survey also showed that people wanted more training.  During the Citizen Police Acad-

emy twelve week course (1day per week) you learn the different depts.  of the police Department.  

If interested see your NPO.  All programs are very rewarding. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted by 

 

Shirley Collins, 

 Secretary 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Please bring your donated craft and or homemade items to the 
Handley Neighborhood meetings or Harrison carpet store, 
these items will be sold at our Handley Neighborhood  
Association Booth at the 11th Annual Historic Handley Festi-
val the second weekend in October. Please bring them priced. 
Thanks, Doris Harrison  
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
 

 

September, 2009 



HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 

September, 2009 

Historic Handley Street Festival  
And car show  

October  10, 2009 
Held on Handley Drive  

10:30 am to 10:30 pm 


