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thoughtful,  
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 Photos from the meeting 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

May, 2009 

Happy Mother’s Day to all you Mothers. 
 
We had a very informative meeting for April. Lots of information from the Police, Firemen , City, 
Code Compliance and our speaker, Rob Bauerelsen from the Botanic Gardens.  To keep in-
formed on city, neighborhood events and happenings, come to the meetings and join us in meet-
ing your neighbors and enjoying good food. 
The 2010 Census canvassing has already begun.  In 2010, a complete census count will be con-
ducted in a door to door campaign in late March to verify addresses so census forms can be 
mailed next year. 
On Oct. 3, the Cowtown Brush-up is scheduled.  This program is for residents who need help in 
sprucing up their homes.  More information at our May meeting. 
Our Speaker for May will be Karen Granwood from the Ft. Worth Cats baseball team.  They are 
starting  Neighborhood Assoc nights  with a reduction in ticket prices.  Would be fun for the 
neighborhood group to go to one of them. 
Don’t forget to keep an eye on your neighborhood for any unusual activity.  And don’t hesitate to 
call the Police if any is noted.  Better safe than sorry. 
Our next meeting is May 11th at 6:30 P.M. at the Handley United Methodist Church.  Come and 
enjoy a light supper and find out all the news in the neighborhood. 
 
Joann Ehlers 
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Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 

Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad:  $120 
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad  

is not an endorsement of products or services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order 

to reserve a space. To place an ad call, 
Lloyd Jones at 817- 451- 2381 

Or Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059  

HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
 MINUTES 

APRIL 13, 2009 

The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, April 13, 2009 at the Handley United Methodist 
Church.  President Joann Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  JoAnn Wells opened the meeting 
with a prayer. The minutes were read and approved as read.  The Treasurer’s report was also read and 
approved.   The following announcements were made by President Joann Ehlers: 

·        Libraries will be closed on April 22 for staff development. 
·        Forest Avenue United Methodist Church will have a pancake breakfast on April 18 at 9:00-
10:30am. 
 Prairie Fest, 3400 View Street will be held on April 25 10am-8pm 
·        A meeting will be held at Meadowbrook Community Center at 6:30pm on paving streets 
passed in the 2004 Bond election. 
·        Cars parked in backyards to be removed. 
·        Scammers are calling stating they are with credit card companies and are wanting the secu-
rity code off of credit cards. 
·        Karen Granwood from Fort Worth Cats Baseball will be at the May meeting.  Need to get a 
group together to go.  Tickets are $7. 

The following reports were given: 
NPO Kim Gardner reported:   

·        Code Blue Training will be Saturday, April 18 at the Academy 8:00-4:00pm 
·        Sky Watch training is available – get with the NPO. 
·        Bar code scanners are in, but an SOP is being written on how to use them.  May be available 
in May, 2009. 
·        Crime Watch Training April 21, 2009 located at 5924 Boca Raton from 6:30-8:30pm. 
·        CERT (Community Emergency Response Teams) training May 18, 2009.  Go to website 
www.fwcert.org., click on new member. 
·        Auto Etching/Heat Registration detail Saturday, April 25, 2009 from 12:00noon to 4:00pm at 
police storefront, 5701 Shelton or 2219 Weiler Bldg #2 complex next to Eastern Hills High School. 
Code Compliance Dennis Mitchell stressed that everyone should report suspicions to po-
lice.  Code Rangers is still available.  Program is set up to call in or online and you will remain 
anonymous.  There will be new ordinances requiring paved or concrete surfaces for parking and 
will go in effect in May of June, 2009. 
 
Yard of the Month for April was DeLu Arnold, 7440 Van Netta. 
  
Lloyd Jones reported that Cowtown Cleanup was a success with a good group showing.  Six full 
truck loads were hauled off.  There was less to pick up than in the past. 
  
Lt. McCarthy reported that during the period of 1/1/09 to the present, the crime has decreased 35% 

(Continued on page 9) 
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http://www.fwcert.org/
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 Hi—We do hope everyone 
had a marvelous and a ―Happy 
Easter‖ with all your loved ones.  
Next coming up we now have 
―Mother’s Day.‖   
 Many things have tran-
spired this past month and many 
things are coming up. The Hand-

ley High School Alumni gathering will be taking 
place the 25th of this month. It will be held on 
Saturday, April 25th, at the Handley Lion’s Club 
on Craig Street, but don’t forget to mark your 
calendars that this next October meeting will 
be held at the Handley United Methodist 
Church on Forest Ave. Thank you Jack Kell 
and others who went to battle for us to keep it 
at the Lion’s Club, but failed. It seems as 
though the older we get, we just don’t like 
changes. I never have. 
 I understand that the ―Good Friday Ser-
vice‖ at Saint Matthews United Methodist 
Church was very impressive. It was the most 
moving service of the year and Rev. Max Bren-
nan  was in biblical costume as he told , ―The 
Greatest Story Ever Told,‖  the ―Crucifixion‖, 
straight from the bible.  He portrayed Luke. 
 Joann Ehlers and I attended the 
Neighborhood University: Leadership Orienta-
tion course recently that was held on April 4th 
at the Meadowbrook United Methodist Church.  
It was very informative. Mabi Ramirez, 
Neighborhood Education Specialist with the 
City of Fort Worth Community Relations De-
partment was one of the speakers. 
 If you don’t make it a habit of reading 

the insert that comes with your water bill each 
month, you are missing out on a lot of impor-
tant information. Starting in April, the city will 
start enforcing tougher junk vehicle rules. It 
used to be that you could put your old clunker 
of a car in your back yard. Now the junk vehi-
cles must be stored in a fully enclosed struc-
ture, such as a garage, and can’t be visible 
from any public or private property. If you have 
any old clunker setting on your property, ya 
better get rid of it or you could donate it or the 
city will do it for you. It cannot be seen from 
your neighbor’s back yard, even if it’s behind a 
fence. Residents can report a junk vehicle at 
www.FortWorthGov.Org/codecompliance or by 
calling 817-392-1234. Let’s keep our city clean 
and pretty and get these eye sores out of sight.  
The old cars setting around are breeding 
places for rodents. 
 How many of you know that you can 
look on your electric bill and see what you are 
getting charged per KWh? I had the electrician 
come check things out at my home after I had 
received a $1069.00 electric bill. One of the first 
things he asked me was, ―what I was being 
charged per KWh on my electric bill?‖ I think I 
was born with a sign on my forehead which 
said ―stupid.‖ I didn’t know where to look to 
find out and if I saw it I wouldn’t know if I was 
being over charged or not. I was being charged 
from 15.84 cents and sometimes more per 
KWh. used. I am now with a new electric com-
pany which charges 10.7 per KWh. Now it re-
mains to be seen if my electric bill goes down 

(Continued on page 6) 
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TREASURER’S ISLAND 

May, 2009 
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at least half way. It’s so frustrating at times. I 
have been taken by so many people its not 
funny. I keep checking my back to see if some-
one taped a sign on me saying ―stupid.‖ I re-
cently had a doll cabinet built and delivered. I 
didn’t get a written contract when I was quoted a 
price. I was then told later that it would cost a 
little more than verbally quoted. I was not ex-
pecting a $1000.00 more than quoted.  I don’t 
call that a little more. That’s the story of my life.  
Anybody got the Brooklyn Bridge they want to 
sell? I’m everybody’s best stupid customer. 
 Did you feel the earth shake a couple of 
weeks ago? Well it did shake real good. I had 
been shopping and bought some goodies at 
Bob’s Antique Store across the street from me 
and Bob was helping me get them to my house.  
I was talking to him and all at once I was laying 
flat down on the sidewalk in front of him. It was 
just like someone mowed me down.  Bob’s arms 
were full too. He told someone later that, ―One 
minute she was talking to me and the next min-
ute she was gone.‖ He didn’t see me fall—it’s a 
thousand and one wonders he didn’t walk over 
the top of me. When he saw me, he put down 
what he was carrying and came over to me and I 
kept telling him I was ok—just let me lay here a 
minute.  It was then I saw I had fallen into a bed 
of fire ants and they were getting all over me.  I 
rolled over and set up and we both were trying 
to get the ants off me. I got a few bites on my 
hand and wrist.  I couldn’t get up without a chair, 
so Bob went to his front yard and got a chair for 
me.  In the mean time Lloyd Jones came driving 
by-he made a u-turn and came back to see what 
was taking place.  He just knew I was buying a 
chair to take home. Bless his buttons. I finally 
got myself together and got up. I have laughed 
over the situation, thinking what if Bob had 

(Continued from page 5) walked over the top of me—he was right be-
hind me carrying the breakables.  Thank heav-
ens we can laugh at ourselves. 
 The Chief’s (Police) quarterly meeting 
was very interesting.  We had a speaker from 
the S.C.R.A.M. Unit talk.  That’s the SEX 
CRIMES REGISTRATION, APPREHENSION 
AND MONOTORING Unit.  They investigate all 
sexually related offences with adult victims, 
Injury to the elderly and enforce the Texas Sex 
Offender Registration Act. You can call this 
number, 817-392-4350, any time to find out 
anything you want to know about a sex of-
fender.  There are 54,000 sex offenders in the 
state of Texas.  There are 1411 registered sex 
offenders in the city of Fort Worth and out of 
these 406 of them are in East Fort Worth.  Now 
isn’t that nice to know.  Many sex offenders are 
housed at 600 N. Henderson St.  The really bad 
sex offenders are not allowed to leave the 
structure.  The sex offenders have to notify au-
thorities 7 days before they move from one 
place to another and supply them with their 
new address.  The police have round-ups all 
during the year checking to make sure they are 
living where they are supposed to be living.  I 
think you can look up on your computer the 
sex offenders in your area by looking on 
Google, TX,  Sex Offenders. 
 The Code Blue Golf Tournament is to be 
held this year at Pecan Valley on June 5th, 
2009. 
 It’s not the years in your life that count, 
it’s the life in your years. To the world you may 
be just one person, but to one person you may 
be the world. 
 Believe it or not, robbery saw a de-
crease of 18% in the lst quarter of this year.  
We have just recently had 9 burglaries in our 
area.  Code Blue patrollers were asked to beef 

May, 2009 



VOL UM E 8 , ISSU E 5 Page 7 May, 2009 

up patrols between the hours of 10:00a.m.and 
2:00 p.m. for a few days. 
 There will be a Conference- The Citizens 
on Patrol Conference on June 18th--20th, 2009 at 
the Granbury Convention Center in Granbury, 
Texas.  It is bringing the police and Code Blue 
together. 
 Be kinder than necessary, for everyone 
you meet is fighting some kind of battle. 
Live simply, Love Generously, care deeply, 
Speak kindly and Leave the rest to God. 
Always remember that the most important thing 
in your house is the people. 
 Love doesn’t make the world go round, 
but it sure makes the ride worth while. 
 April 25, 2009 is the Prairie Fest, as well 
as the Handley High School Alumni luncheon. 
 The doctor said I was doing marvelous 
with my weight loss. Since I first started trying 
to get the surgery and after the surgery I have 
lost 108 pounds. I feel good for the first time in 
a long long time. I feel like I have a new lease on 
life. I had just about given up, You can’t teach 
an old dog new tricks. I continue to try to eat ice 
cream, which is a no no. I think and hope I’ve 
learned my lesson this time. 
 We still have a lot of people who haven’t 
paid their $12.00 yearly dues.  Please pay your 
dues, so we can continue sending the newslet-
ter to you.  You are missing out on a lot of im-
portant information about your community you 
live in.  We have been having a lot of good 
speakers.  Our ―Kitty Jar,‖ setting on the food 
table gets mighty hungry at times.  With the ris-
ing costs of food these days, she needs to be 
fed. 
 One of our up-coming speakers for the 
month of July will be Monty Lambert who is with 
the Fort Worth Police Department.  He teaches 
the class on CERTS. (Citizens Emergency Re-

sponse Team.) His talk will be on his experi-
ence as first responders to the Louisiana area 
and other areas with his Citizen Emergency Re-
sponse Team.  You don’t want to miss this 
meeting. 
 Cowtown Brush-up for 2009 will take 
place on October 3, 2009, with a goal of paint-
ing 200 houses. 
 July 18th will be the Gospel fund raiser at 
St. Matthews Methodist Church for East Side 
Ministries. 
 National Night Out will be Tuesday, Oc-
tober 6. 2009. 
 We need some new Code Blue members.  
We need help keeping our streets and 
neighborhoods free of crime. 
 Anybody want a dog?  I bought a wheel-
barrow full of all kinds of blooming flowers and 
put it inside the gate so it wouldn’t sprout legs 
and leave my premises.  I guess Toby my little 
dog from hell thinks she is a flower and sets in 
among and on top of the flowers.  I keep telling 
her she’s too ornery to be a girl dog.  She acts 
like a blooming idiot at times, but I love her 
anyway. 
 Please remember our sick and bereaved 
members in your thoughts and prayers. 
 I’ll leave you with a happy thought.   
Laughter is the medicine of life. 
 
Take care until next time,  
Betty ―Drinkard‖ Coomer 
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HISTORY OF HANDLEY 
BY DAVID DUNNETT 

Continued from April Newsletter: 
 
One of the first Boy Scout Troops of the Council was here, in-fact two of them.  Troop 93 and 86 were sponsored 
by the Methodist and Baptist men.  The troops were combined and at one time over 100 boys belonged.  Mr. Les-
lie T. Smith, who lives on Craig St. opposite the Middle School,  spoke so lovingly of his many years associating 
with this group, of help from Mr. Waddell and the bank and of T.C. Duncan’s support.  The old depot that I men-
tioned earlier, no longer needed, was put on the sale block.  There were no buyers and it was given to the 
Scouts, if they would tear it down.  Mean while the boys had started a concrete building on Craig Street, so the 
lumber salvaged from the depot was used as the roof decking.  The land had been given by the Smith brothers, 
(no relation to Mr. Leslie Smith,) and today this building is still in service and is owned by the Longhorn Council, 
not any one particular Troop. 
 
Churches flourished from the small Union Church at the beginning.  The Baptists chose to build on the now pre-
sent site of Handley Baptist Church, first starting with a basement, which they used until they could build more.  
Mr. Weiler, the depot agent, is said to have been given the first land for a Presbyterian Church located at Routt 
and Forest, just opposite the Old Lodge Hall, formerly a grocery store,  The white building now used by the Bap-
tists was the forerunner of the beautiful Handley Methodist Church.  Time saw other changes, Church splits and 
other denominations come in.  St. Rita’s was a small wooden building about 1907 to 1908 and the Riley or 
O’Riley family was instrumental in this start. 
 
A log post-office was located at Handley Dr. and East Lancaster.  Here stories vary some.  Mrs. Weiler was one 
of the first postmistresses, but Mrs. Calais was believed to have been an earlier one.  S. H. Haynie operated a 
General Store on Lancaster at his home.  Mr. Joe Hart was the first blacksmith, Handley boasted two phones at 
the beginning, one belonged to Mr. Earl Waddell and the other to Dr. Frank Norris.  The Norris family owned land 
where the present 40 Oaks Shopping Center is located.  To call Fort Worth was a toll call.  Mrs. Joyner was a 
later operator and she was quite adapt at knowing voices.  If you were visiting a neighbor or had the phone to ring 
and couldn’t get in to answer quite soon enough, you could call her later and be connected with your party.  Dr. A. 
E. Graham lived on the hill where Handley Middle School now is, using his horse and buggy to get about in.  Dr. 
Herschel Thomas was another early doctor. 
 
Water was had by cisterns or from a central well at Forest and Kerr Streets. You pumped by hand and paid 5c a 
barrel. Two flowing wells were located on Forest, another on Canton Street. There is no explanation as to what 
happened to these wells; were they used up, dried up, or what? 
 

 

If you would like to view a bit of Handley nostalgia, drive by the Leslie T. Smith home on Craig Street op-
posite the Middle School Field and you will see a miniature church.  While not built by Mr. Smith, it was a 
boyhood dream of his and was built by a Mr. S.W. Byrd of Arkansas Lane.  Some of the glass from the 
old Presbyterian Church is also used, as is the glass from the ticket window of the old T & P Depot.  Mrs. 
Beard crocheted the alter linens with crosses in them. 



VOL UM E 8 , ISSU E 5 Page  9 

I would like to add a note about the little church.  It has set in my back yard for a few years.  Cecil did a lot of re-
pair work on it from remaking the entrance posts and steps on the front that were rotted off to fastening down of 
all the pews inside to the floor, so no one could steal them.  He put the glass that was broken back in the win-
dows and fixed the front door.  Of course, there was no way to make something old look new again, but it looked 
much better.  Cecil has since passed away and I have moved away from Canton Drive to Handley Drive and had 
to leave the little church there with the promise that Kirk Lancaster and or Ray Barnes would complete the resto-
ration and move the little church to the Historic Handley District.  It was given to me for the Handley Neighbor-
hood Association.  At one time Eddie Harrison, owner of the gazebo area, said we could put it in that area.  I hope 
it will soon be placed in its new home for all to enjoy, for it is truly a long ago Handley Keepsake and Landmark.  
Wouldn’t it be marvelous to once again hear Christmas music coming from inside “ Smitty’s Little White Church” 
that sat upon the hill on Craig Street for all to enjoy?     Betty “Drinkard” Coomer 
 

(Continued from page 8) 

May, 2009 

and that the neighborhood looks better.  Sky Watch is at Home Depot and due to the wind is at a 
lower level and will probably move to Target. 
  
HNA speaker was Rob Bauereisen, master gardener at Botanic Gardens.  Botanic Gardens grow 
their own plants and Rob invited everyone to come to the spring and fall plant sales.  The Japa-
nese Gardens Spring Festival will be April 18 & 19.  Rob had samples of the most common 
weeds in our area, chickweed, henbit and dandelion.  Should use week killers to control weeds 
and can use vinegar and water in a spray bottle to spray directly on plant.  Rob gave may tips on 
types of fertilizer, ant control, tomato plants and watering. 
  
John Hahn spoke on Neighbor Helping Neighbor.  HNH has been in existence for two years in 
our area and is in coordination with area agency on aging which assists socially isolated elderly 
individuals.  Assistance includes transportation, minor home repairs, shopping assistance, in-
stalling wheelchair ramps, safety equipment and yard maintenance.  There is a bill before the 
Texas Legislature to assist socially isolated elderly individuals and would take effect September 
1, 2009. 
Mabi Ramirez of Community Relations Department reported that Prairie Fest will have training 
on how to properly recycle. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm. 
Respectfully submitted by 

Shirley Collins, Secretary 

(Continued from page 4) 



Help the newsletter grow.   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area 
(they will be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd-jones2854@sbcglobal.net 
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HANDLEY HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI LUNCHEON OCTOBER 10, 2009 

  
For those of you affiliated with the Handley High School Alumni Association, who 
wants to go to the Historic Handley Street Festival on October 10, 2009, we have 

changed our meeting place and date to coincide with the Street Festival.  We will be 
meeting at the Handley United Methodist Church on Forest Avenue instead of the Li-

ons Club on Craig Street as in previous years.  The festival has always taken place the 
2nd Saturday of October and we have always had our Alumni Luncheon at the Lions 
Club at this time, so our members could go to both festivities the same day.  It seems 
as though the Lions Club rented the building out from under us to someone else this 

year.  We have a number of out of town members who come that would be disap-
pointed to not be able to attend both the luncheon and festival, so we have made other 

arrangements for our October meeting place and time.  We wanted to give you ad-
vance notice, so you can make your plans accordingly.  Looking forward to seeing you 
at the Lions Club on April 25, 2009 and at the Handley United Methodist Church on Oc-

tober 10, 2009.   Please mark your calendars.     
Betty ―Drinkard‖ Coomer 

May, 2009 
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
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HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 
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