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June Grubb; 6/6 
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Pat Leito; 06/23 
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Jim & Diann Kimsey;  6/4/1960 
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NEWSLETTER OF THE Historic Handley  
Neighborhood Association 

Our newsletter comes out with the help 
of the good people at Kwik Kopy. Please 

see them at 1850 Handley Dr. for your 
copy and printing needs. 

―Never doubt 
that a small 

group of 
thoughtful,  
committed  

citizens can 
change the 

world. Indeed, it 
is the only thing 
that ever has.‖ 

- Margaret Mead 
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Shirley Collins, Secretary 
(817)  496-3442    cllns22@aol.com 

Emeritus 
(817)  

 Janice Cox, Sunshine Chairman 
(817) 446-1132    Jancx@sbcglobal.net 

 Newsletter  Lloyd Jones 
(817) 451-2381     lloyd-jones2854@sbcglobal.net 
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 Photos from the last meeting 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

June, 2009 

Fly your flag on June 14th, Flag Day. 

Happy Father’s Day on June 21st to all you Dads. 

Karen Greenwood from the Ft. Worth Cats presented a brief history of the 
team at our last meeting.  They have started Neighborhood Nights and she 

invited us as a group to attend a game at reduced ticket prices.  Lets plan to 

attend a game. 

On Friday, June 5th at 9:30 A.M. there will be a dedication of the Police and 
Firefighters Memorial.  It will be at the north end of Trinity Park along W.7th 

St.  A shuttle service will be available at Farrington Field to take you to and 

from the park.  The last shuttle leaves at 9 A.M.  Handley Neighborhood 

Assoc. made a donation for this memorial. 
Brad Haskovec, representing the Historic Handley Development Corp. and I 

attended a Sold! On Historic Neighborhoods at Thistle Hill on May 23rd.  This 

was an opportunity to promote Handley.  We passed out brochures on the 

business district, had pictures of some of our homes, and also the history of 
Handley along with a picture from Lloyd of the business district.  A lot of 

people had heard of Handley but knew nothing about it.  The majority said 

they would visit. 

If you have eaten at the Handley Station Café, you would have noticed the 

brochure at each of the tables about the neighborhood assoc.  We are trying 
to increase our membership by reminding people of the assoc. 

Melinda Adams, City Forester, will be our speaker at our June meeting.  She 

will talk about the care and maintenance of our trees and what are good 

trees for our area. 
Our next meeting is Monday, June 8th at 6:30 P.M. at the Handley United 

Methodist Church.  As usual we will serve a light meal with dessert. 

Please plan to attend. 

 
Joann  
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Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 

Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad:  $120 
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad  

is not an endorsement of products or services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order 

to reserve a space. To place an ad call, 
Lloyd Jones at 817- 451- 2381 

Or Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059  

HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES 

May 11, 2009 

The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, May 11, 2009 at the Handley United Method-

ist Church.  President Joann Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Will Dryden opened the 

meeting with a prayer. 

The minutes were read and approved as read.  The Treasurer’s report was also read and approved.   The 

following announcements were made by President Joann Ehlers: 

Dedication of memorial park will be held June 5 at Trinity Park.  Parking at Farrington Field is 

available with bus taking you to Trinity Park. 

There is a new animal ordinance on large dogs. 

On May 23, HNA is invited by the Historical Society held at Thistle Hill.  Handley Historical will 

display a board of pictures of historical homes in the Handley area. 

The following reports were given: 

NPO Kim Gardner reported: 

The crime comparison for the past month to 2008.  

CERT (Community Emergency Response Teams) training begins May 18, 2009, 6:00PM to 10:00 

PM.  

Police Dept. vs. Fireman ball game on May 25 at 6:30.  Cost is $5.  

 

Lt.  McCarthy reported: 

Bar Code training will be soon.  4-5 labels per household will be available from Kim Gardner.  

Violent crime on the Eastside has decreased 35%.  Current problem is burglaries of residences, 

however; there are 2-3 arrests every week.  Even those crimes are down about 5% from last year. 

 

Code Compliance Officer Stephanie Menefee reported that there are still complaints of car parking on 

side and front yards.  Code Compliance Officer Phillip Van Horn reported on illegal dumping being on 

the rise.  There are six people working in unmarked vehicles looking for evidence of persons doing the 

dumping. Anyone seeing anyone doing illegal dumping should call police immediately.  Dennis 

Mitchell reported that the Code Rangers are still active but wants to get more people involved. 

 

Yard of the month for May is Pattie Capshaw, 2700 Meaders. 

 

(Continued on page 9) 
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 Hi—I do hope everyone 
had a ―Happy Mother’s Day‖ 
with family and friends.  We next 
have Memorial Day celebrations 
on May 25, 2009. 
 Our Handley Neighbor-
hood Association met on May 
11th  with approximately 37 mem-

bers in attendance.  After a supper of hotdogs 
with all the trimmings, we had a very informa-
tive meeting with a speaker from the Fort 
Worth Cat’s Ball Team, Karen Greenwood. 
 Please mark your calendars for some 
very important up-coming dates: 
CAC   Meets 1st Monday of every month-open 
to everyone at the Community Center 
HNA  Meets 2nd Monday of every month at 
HUMC on Forest. 
Handley Code Blue   Meets 3rd Monday of every 
month at store front on Forest.. 
Captains Meeting  at Police Sector on E. Lan-
caster meets 4th Monday of month. 
Chief’s Meeting    Meets Quarterly with Code 
Blue Captains down town. 
OCTOBER 3rd—LET’S PAINT OUR CITY 
PROUD: COWTOWN BRUSHUP  Their goal this 
year is to paint 200 houses. They need approx. 
3,500 volunteers this year. 
JULY 18th  The next Citizens Code Blue Train-
ing Date with the next date being  October 17th. 
JUNE 5th   Code Blue Golf Tournament at Pecan 
Valley 
JULY 13th   Handley Neighborhood Assoc. 
meeting with MONTY LAMBERT as the 
speaker. You don’t want to miss this meeting.  

He will be talking about  his experiences as 
First Responders to Emergencies  (C.E.R.T.) 
JULY 18th   Gospel Fund Raiser at St. Mat-
thew’s United Methodist Ch. For East Side Min-
istries.  Good food & entertainment. 
OCTOBER  6th   National Night Out Against 
Crime—Tuesday—at the Gazebo 
MAY 23rd   CODE BLUE SEMINAR-at the Con-
vention Center 
 We would like to thank everyone who 
brought food to our HNA meeting.  It was 
greatly appreciated as well as very delicious.  
Our ―KITTY‖ thanks you too. 
 Our May yard of the month went to 
―Patty Capshaw‖ at 2700 Meaders St.  She has 
a beautiful yard, both front & back. She plays 
foster parent to some darling dogs, until good 
homes are found for them.  Go by and see her 
pretty yard. 
 Our June yard of the month goes to 
Judy Hill from ― Judy’s Watermelon Patch.‖  
Judy lives at  2320 Stark St. Be sure to go by & 
see her pretty yard also. Judy has a booth at 
the Handley Antique Mall. She sells bottles of 
vegetables, jams & jellies and marvelous smell-
ing candles & other items of interest. 
 I met with some of our HHDC members, 
Thursday May 14th, at the old Odd Fellows 
Lodge on Forest.  We got to take a tour of the 
building and also got to take a tour of the 
House next door that HHDC hopes to purchase 
& move over by the CABOOSE on East Lancas-
ter.  We hope to make it into not only a mu-
seum, but a meeting place for our Historic 

(Continued on page 6) 
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TREASURER’S ISLAND 
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Handley area members of HHDC & HNA.  It was 
very interesting.  Frank Moss our City Council 
person as well as Wanda Conlin,  & Mark Thorn-
ton from the City of Fort Worth were in atten-
dance.  Wanda took pictures and will be doing a 
write up in her paper.  In the years past, I at-
tended Eastern Star meetings at the Masonic 
Building before the Odd Fellows bought the 
building.  There is a lot of history associated 
with that building.  The Handley Masons as well 
as the Handley Rainbow Girls, Demolay and 
Eastern Star held their meetings in this building. 
I attended several meetings with Paul  Hatchett, 
when the Odd Fellows held their meetings there. 
It’s a building of great potential and when re-
stored will again be a great historical place and 
something Handley will be proud of. It does be-
long to the Fort Worth ISD and everything has to 
be approved & passed by them. We are so 
thankful it is not going to be torn down. Great 
things are beginning to happen in our area. 
 We had a speaker come to our HNA & Ry-
anwood Neighborhood Associations meetings. 
He is Tom Fairless with the ARCHANGEL HOME 
SECURITY, LLC. I just purchased 2 Anti Kick-In 
Security devices for my front & back doors. 
When someone kicks in your doors,  it’s not the 
doors that give way, but the facings. These de-
vices prevent this. By being a member of your 
neighborhood associations & or sending a 
check or ordering over internet using the Cou-
pon Code, ANGEL 105, you can purchase these 
for $65.00 ea. instead of $99.99. They also sup-
ply you with a sign for your front yard. These are 
great crime deterrents. You can call Tom at 817-
229-1930 or www.ArchAngel911.com or you can 
call 1-877-273-5556 at 1920 Abrams Parkway 
#392, Dallas, TX 75214-6218. 
service@archangel911.com. 

(Continued from page 5)  It’s not what you gather, but what you 
scatter that tells what kind of life you have 
lived. We will not be remembered by our kind 
words, but by our kind deeds. Life is not meas-
ured by the breaths we take, but by the mo-
ments that take our breath. 
 Thanks to our Fire Department #24, C 
Shift, for coming to check out my smoke de-
tectors for me & also for installing an extra one 
in my upstairs stair-well. It was greatly appreci-
ated. I didn’t realize I even had any at all until I 
called Brinks to come install some and when 
he told me to have 4 installed that would be 
monitored by them would cost me close to 
$500.00, I had to back off. I had the Brinks sys-
tem installed when I moved into my new home 
& took for granted I was connected to the fire 
department, because the Brinks wall unit had a 
key you could punch for fire was displayed on 
it. Not so, as I soon found out. 
 The FESTIVAL plans are getting well 
under the way. We hope to have an Information 
Booth this year. The booths are $150.00 each. 
There will be all kinds of food to eat from tur-
key legs to funnel cakes and everything in be-
tween. 
 Please don’t forget the Gospel Night 
Fund Raiser for Eastside Ministries on July 
18th at St. Matthews United Methodist Church.  
Please read the article about it in our paper. 
 Peggy Yale from Enchanted Dolls is 
having surgery.  We wish her a speedy recov-
ery. Please remember our ill members and be-
reaved members in your thoughts & prayers. It 
was good to see our HNA & Code Blue Mem-
ber, Chuck Robbins, at our Captains meeting 
this month. 
 Rodney & Bonnie Opitz, my sister & 
brother-in-law, will be celebrating their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary June 13th at the Handley 

June, 2009 
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United Methodist Church. They are members of 
our HNA.  Congratulations to both of them. 
 My little dog from hell, Toby, is still set-
ting in among my blooming flowers in the wheel
- barrow.  She’s my little blooming wild flower. 
 You have heard time & time again about 
plans for Smitty’s Little White Church on the 
Hill. That dream, that someday we would again 
hear music coming from it at Christmas, is fi-
nally going  to become a reality. I am so excited.  
Read the article on it in our paper. 
 Congratulations to our City Council. I 
hope everyone got out & voted. Remember, if 
you don’t get out & vote, you have no right to 
complain about the outcome. 
 
Take care until next time,   
Betty A. Drinkard Coomer 
********************************************** 

 

SMITTY’S LITTLE WHITE CHURCH ON THE HILL 

 

 Many of you read the article on Smitty’s 

Little White Church in April’s addition of the 

Handley Happenings. As a result of the article 

by Betty Coomer, Smitty’s Little White Church 

has found a temporary home at 3121 Handley 

Drive.  Members of the Handley Historic Devel-

opment Corp., relocated the church last week.  

Restoration has begun and once completed, 

visitors and Handley residents will again enjoy 

Christmas music through out the holiday sea-

son as Smitty’s Little White Church brings in 

the New Year. Rumor has it that the Easter 

Bunny will be dropping by the little church next 

year to hide eggs for the first annual Handley 

Easter Egg Hunt. 

 

Eastside Fund Raiser for Eastside Ministries 
By Betty Drinkard Coomer 

 

 Our annual Eastside Gospel Fund Raiser 
for Eastside Ministries is fast approaching. The 
date has been set for July 18th, 2009, at Saint 
Matthews United Methodist Church at 2414 
Hitson Lane at 5:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome. 
This is for a very worthy cause. This is our 
Fourth annual Eastside Ministries Gospel Night 
Fund Raiser. This is a place where Eastsiders 
of all ages can come and join in singing many 
old time Gospel Songs. The piano artistry of 
Audria Langdon and Linda Washington is 
something to behold. It promises to be an eve-
ning you won’t soon forget. 
 Following the singing and instrumental 
renditions of favorite hymns, Pastor Max Bren-
nan will welcome everyone, and then you will 
be fed at a fellowship dinner consisting of 
sugar-cured ham, home-baked beans, potato 
salad, slaw and delicious desserts of pies and 
cakes, made and donated by member churches.   
 Through donations and ticket sales 
more than $3,000 was raised for Eastside Minis-
tries including an extra $1,000.00 donated by 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans last year. 
 Since 1985 Eastside Ministries has been 
a rescuer for needy families in zip codes 76103, 
76112 and 76120. It began when a group of min-
isters and lay persons met to address the in-
creasing number of requests for assistance at 
their churches. They believed that by joining 
together they could be relieved of the need to 
maintain individual pantries and closets. Also, 
a tracking system would cut down on abuse of 
scarce resources and enable more people to be 
served. They formed a non-profit 501 C3 corpo-
ration governed by a Board of Trustees. The 

(Continued on page 10) 
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The History of 6717 Craig Street 
 

Sarah Gray Mason a widow, moved to Texas in 1836. 

She married Thomas J. Jennings in Nacogdoches on January 10th, 1844. 

She was granted under patent, 736 acres east of Ft. Worth on March 1st, 1847 by Governor E. M. 

Pease for immigrating to Texas. The metes and bounds include references to several trees which 

are most probably gone now. 

She acquired additional properties in the area and in 1873 donated the land for Ft. Worth’s first 

park, Hyde Park in downtown Fort Worth. The park was named for her parents John Hansford 

Hyde and Polly Strother Gray Hyde. 

Thomas died on September 23rd, 1881 in Ft. Worth. Her sons, Tom R. Jennings and Hyde 

Jennings, an attorney, inherited the property upon Sarah’s death on April 6th, 1893. 

Tom sold his interest to Hyde on April 20th, 1893. (First note of the town of Handley in the re-

cords). 

Hyde established the Hyde Jennings subdivision and deeded streets and alleys to the town on Feb-

ruary 25th, 1903. He owned numerous properties in Ft. Worth. (Whether inherited or acquired 

separately isn’t indicated in our records.) 

Hyde died December 11th, 1903 and willed the property to his wife Florence and their children. 

Florence sold block 4 and the west half of block 9 to J. R. Jones on February 1st, 1905 for 

$1,021.81 which was paid off in 1906. 

J.R. sold the portion of block 9 to John T. Halbert on December 29th, 1911 for $1,000. At that 

time the property was on Craig Street but the street to west was called East Street (now Halbert 

Street) and the street to the east was called Baker Street (now Hunter Street). Handley Drive was 

called Jennings Street. This information was found in the Alamo Title Abstract dated June 18th, 

1912. 

The house was built by John Thomas Halbert and Marie E. Halbert; one of his original dinner 

plates remains. John Halbert took out a loan for the lumber from Owens Lumber Company on 

June 20th, 1912 and paid it off on June 20th, 1914. We believe that the house was completed in 

November of 1912. The county records burned in 1929 (for the second time, they also burned in 

1876) so reconstructing the actual construction date would be difficult. 

Thomas Halbert obtained a certificate of clear title From Stewart Title on December 10th, 1946 

which is probably when he sold the property to its second owner, Mr. Glenn Smith. 

A 1951 plat shows the properties along the east side of Halbert Street separate from 6717 Craig 

street. This is probably when Mr. Smith subdivided. 

Glenn and Betty Smith bought the property from Glenn Smith (no relation) 

in 1979 and sold it to Linda and Paul Kerpoe on July 31, 2007. 
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Help the newsletter grow.   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area 
(they will be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd-jones2854@sbcglobal.net 

June, 2009 

Betty Coomer, Code Blue, reported that there are 54,000 sex offenders in the state of Texas with  

1,411 living in Fort Worth.  A Code Blue Seminar will be held on May 25, at the Fort Worth Conven-

tion Center.  The Golf Tournament will be held at Pecan Valley on June 5, 2009. 

 

Councilman Frank Moss thanked everyone for reelecting him.  He stressed the importance of low in-

come and senior residents taking advantage of the home improvement loans while they are available. 

 

John Hahn of Neighbor Helping neighbor reported that there has been 106 persons contacted and have 

built ramps, installed pull bars and yard maintenance.  This has all been done by volunteers and no cost 

to the person receiving. 

 

HNA speaker was Karen Greenwood from the Fort Worth Cats Baseball Team.  Karen gave an inter-

esting history of the Cats which started in 1988.  This year, the Cats are reaching out to all neighbor-

hood associations by offering box seat tickets for $7.  A fireworks display will be held every Friday 

night and on Memorial day. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted by 

 

Shirley Collins Secretary 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Board is composed of two representatives from each member church.  
 They purchased an old abandoned service station at 5929 E. Lancaster and with the 
help of volunteer workers and donated materials converted the structure into a service center. 
The result is a pleasing reception area, intake office, clothing ―shopping‖ and storage rooms 
and a large pantry—conveniently located on a bus line. Eastside Ministries is open Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to noon. It is occasionally open on Saturdays also.   
 The Board of Trustees meets monthly to direct and oversee the ministry. Jan Havins, a 
social worker, serves as executive director. She supervises a staff of four and a corps of vol-
unteers. Many of the clients are elderly, handicapped or have incomes at or below the federal 
poverty level. These clients are eligible for food once a month and clothing four times a year. 
Residents in the service area, who are experiencing hardships due to job loss or other emer-
gencies, may receive food and clothing four times a year. An increasing number includes 
homeless families with children. These are given food that does not require kitchen facilities 
and clothes. They too, are helped four times a year.   
 Seasonal programs include ―Back to School,‖ and Thanksgiving and Christmas food 
baskets.  The ministry is supported by 13 neighborhood churches from seven denominations 
plus corporate support from Universal Heath Services. They have been a tremendous support.   
 Food is purchased from the Tarrant Area Food Bank and donations of canned food and 
staples such as cereal are always welcome. Good, clean used clothing is also in demand. In 
addition to financial support from churches and organizations and individuals, grants provide 
a substantial portion of Eastside’s annual budget. If you would like more information on East-
side Ministries you can call 817-446-3278 during business hours. You can also make memorial 
donations to Eastside Ministries. 
 As you can see, this is a very worth while endeavor to help less fortunate members of 
our areas.  There, but for the grace of God, could be you or I. Our tickets are just $5.00 each 
and for this you get entertained and fed.  We are hoping to get some entertainment from each 
church.   We will take up a love offering. 
 So, if you want to come to some good old time knee-slapping, toe tapping gospel mu-
sic, you don’t want to miss coming on the 18th of July to our Gospel Fundraiser for Eastside 
Ministries. St. Matthew’s address is 2414 Hitson Lane, Ft. Worth, TX., 76112. If we have any 
cakes or pies left, they will be auctioned off to the highest bidder and believe you me, our 
cooks are fantastic and make delicious desserts. Last year we welcomed and served 165 peo-
ple and had food left over.  Our new web site is   www.eastsideministriestx.org  

(Continued from page 7) 
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
 

 

June, 2009 



HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 

June, 2009 

 


