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BIRTHDAYS 
 

Krista Courtney; 8/2/1973 
Frances Crow; 08/09 
Karla Mims; 8/9/1949 
Wanda Ludwig; 8/11 

Dorothy Jones; 8/11/25 
Patsy Young; 8/14/1927 

Mary Ann Moss; 8/22/1957 
Mildred Everett; 8/26/1934 

Roger Leyhe; 8/26 
Dicksie McManus; 8/30 
Les Averitte; 8/31/1959 
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James & Moena Rigby; 8/1/1947 
Bob & Marvel Storey; 8/4/1946 

Bill & Rosa Lee Weiler; 8-8 
Wayne & Marti Ludwig; 8/10 

Jody & Dorothy Hammonds; 8/17/1961 
Julie Ledford; 8-18 

Bill & Marjorie Davis; 8/20 

NEWSLETTER OF THE Historic Handley  
Neighborhood Association 

Our newsletter comes out with the help 
of the good people at Kwik Kopy. Please 

see them at 1850 Handley Dr. for your 
copy and printing needs. 

―Never doubt 
that a small 

group of 
thoughtful,  
committed  

citizens can 
change the 

world. Indeed, it 
is the only thing 
that ever has.‖ 

- Margaret Mead 
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(817) 451-1873     mary.joann@sbcglobal.net 

Doris Harrison, Vice President 
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Shirley Collins, Secretary 
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Emeritus 
(817)  

 Janice Cox, Sunshine Chairman 
(817) 446-1132    Jancx@sbcglobal.net 

 Newsletter  Lloyd Jones 
(817) 451-2381     lloyd-jones2854@sbcglobal.net 

 www.historichandley.org 
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 Photos from the last meeting 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

August, 2009 

Hello, 
Since the switch to digital format on TV, you may have an old TV to get rid of.  Do not place it at curb side 
because of toxic materials in the set.  You can take them to a drop-off station for free.  There are 3 stations:  
2900 Brennan Ave, 5150 Martin Luther King Freeway, 6260 Old Hemphill Rd.  Hours M-F 8am to 6pm. Sat 
8am to 5pm. 
The new banners for the light posts on Handley Dr., Lancaster, Forest and Halbert have been installed.  Take 
a look when you drive by . 
Have you noticed the sign on the corner of Handley Dr. and Lancaster, announcing the future site of the His-
toric Handley Railroad Museum? 
As you know, Handley got its start when Major Handley, through his efforts got the railroad and Interurban 
lines through Handley.  And when we won the Model Block Program our theme was ―Keeping Handley on 
Track‖ using our railroad history.  As part of the revitalization of  that corner of Handley, the Historic Hand-
ley Development Corporation (HHDC) has taken on the project of establishing the museum. 
The HHDC is going to bid on one of the houses on Forest Ave. that are to be demolished to make room for 
the new middle school.  Grants are being written to help defray the cost of the house and moving it to the 
site.  However, as usual, money is needed to rehab the house and complete the project.  
A bank account has been set up for this purpose.  If you would like to be a partner of this endeavor and have 
your name on the donor’s list, a contributation of any amount, small or large, would be appreciated and 
would help to speed up the project.  Contributions can be mailed to: 
                   Historic Handley Development Corporation 
                   P.O. Box 8189 
                   Ft. Worth, Tx  76124 
Make checks payable to Historic Handley Railroad Museum.  The museum along with the caboose and our 
diversified business district will become a tourist attraction for our community and help to insure future pro-
jects the HHDC would like to do.  I hope the Handley residents will help with this project. 
On Saturday, August 22nd, there will be a Code Ranger orientation program.  It will be held at the Code office, 
2129 W. Broadway starting at 9 A.M. 
For further information contact Dennis Mitchell at 817-994-1368. 
Shirley Wilkerson, Code Blue Coordinator, is tentatively our speaker for August.  The meeting is Monday, 
August 10th at 6:30P.M. at United Handley Methodist Church, 2929 Forest Ave.  As usual, a light supper will 
be served. 
Hope to see you at the meeting. 
 
Joann 
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Eastside Antiques 
Open Monday-Tuesday By Chance 
Open Wednesday– Saturday 11-5 

 
 
3132 Handley Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76112           817-492-4200 

HANDLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES 

July 13, 2009 

The Handley Neighborhood Association met on Monday, July 13, 2009 at the Handley United Methodist 
Church.  President Joann Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Will Dryden opened the meeting 
with a prayer. 
The minutes were read and approved as read.  The Treasurer’s report was also read and approved.   The 
following announcements were made by President Joann Ehlers: 

The CATS game was wonderful and all had a very good time.  Seats were not in the sun.  
The Handley Festival will be the second weekend in October.  Doris Harrison asked people to make 

handmade things to sell in a craft booth.  Encouraged men to make bird houses to sell. 
Call 817-392-8100 if street lights are out on your street. 

The following reports were given: 
NPO Kim Gardner reported: 

The crime comparison for June 27 thru July 10 to the same period in 2008 was 17 offenses compared 
to 28 last year.  Burglaries lately have not been kicking in dorrs but going around to the back, 
breaking windows to enter.  If going out of town, ask for extra patrol on your street. 

 
Code Compliance Officer Stephanie Menefee has gone to another area to work for awhile. 
 
Dennis Mitchell announced that he was glad to be back working Code Rangers and his telephone num-
ber is 817-994-1368 if interested in volunteering or have any questions.  Dennis will let Doris know when 
the next training class will be held. 

 
Yard of the month for July is Gladyce Crutchfield at 2600 Putnam. 
 

Betty Coomer, Code Blue, reported the next training will be held on July 18.  Betty read a flyer written by 
Officer R. F Lamond on recent thefts of vehicles where items are left in plain view.  CD players are the top 
of criminal’s list to steal. 
 
HNA speaker was Monty Lambert of the Fort Worth Police Department.  Monty spoke and showed slides 
on his experiences on the Community Emergency Response Team after Hurricane Ike at Bolivar Penin-
sula in Galveston Bay.  He had pictures before and after the hurricane to compare how great the destruc-
tion was in the area.  Monty presented the schedule of CERT training beginning August 3-22, 2009.  You 
may go to www.fwcert.org to view each Class Schedule and sign up for the training. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Shirley Collins Scretary 

August, 2009 

http://www.fwcert.org
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Hi—I do hope all of you had a fan-
tastic July 4th celebration with your 
friends, family 
and all of your loved ones.   
 
I hope you will always remember, 
―To a friend’s house, the road is 
never long.‖ 
 

There was no CAC meeting in July. Our 
Handley Neighborhood Meeting met on July 13th. 
Our speaker was Officer Monty Lambert. He gave a 
fantastic talk on the experiences of first responders 
to a tragedy. He was one of the first responders in 
Galveston.  Handley Code Blue Meeting met on July 
20th.  We had two surprise guests, Judith Goins and 
Emila Love from the Fort Worth Police Communica-
tions Department.   Judith is Assistant Division 
Manager and Emila Love is Assistant Supervisor.  
The Fort Worth Police Communications Department 
has 140 employees and it’s a part of the Fort Worth 
Police Department’s Operational Support Bureau. 
Police Communications is the ―Public Safety An-
swering Point for all 911 calls in Fort Worth. They 
can dispatch on 5 channels to approximately 250 
police officers at a time. They answer all incoming 
non-emergency calls, transfer all fire and medical 
calls to either Fire Dept. or Medstar, answer all in-
coming 10 digit police emergency calls and monitor 
alarms for city properties. You call the emergency 
number 911 for life threatening situations and 
crimes in progress. The non-emergency number 
you can call is 817-335-4222. This number is to be 
used for non life-threatening situations, crimes that 
have occurred in the past and the suspects are no 
longer in the area, information requests, and quality
-of-life/nuisance type calls.  In 2008 they received 
1,177,501 Calls; 681,934 calls originated from 911, 
72,063 calls from 10 digit police emergency and 

423,504 calls on the non emergency line.  Seventy-
two percent of all 911 calls are from cell phones. 
The priority of a call determines not just the code 
response, but also the time allowed to dispatch the 
call.  Priority 1:  TWO minutes.  Priority 2:  EIGHT 
minutes and Priority 3: FORTY-FIVE minutes. The 
Communications Dept. operates 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year, weekends and holidays included. Ju-
dith and Emila have promised to return to our meet-
ings to bring us up to date news on their depart-
ment and to hear from us if we have any questions 
or problems in communicating with them. It was a 
very interesting meeting. One of our Code Blue & 
Handley Neighborhood members just celebrated 
their 80th birthday. ―Happy Birthday, Ira Noble,‖ and 
many more to come.  Thanks for always picking up 
our pizza for our Code Blue meetings. 
 

For those of you who like BBQ, Smokey’s on 
East Lancaster has opened up under new owner-
ship. Doris & I have tried it out and the BBQ and po-
tato salad are delicious.  They make their own bread 
for the sandwiches and do they ever pile on the 
meat. The prices are good and on Sundays they 
have a special for $5.95. The owner’s son is the 
manager, when he is not being an officer on the 
Wills Point Police Department. Go by and welcome 
them to the area and try out their delicious food. 
 

Folks, we are in need of help. We need dona-
tions to the ―Museum Fund.‖  There is talk of plac-
ing jars at all the businesses in Handley and at our 
meetings for these donations. You know, pocket 
change can add up quick and can lighten your load 
of carrying it around. This money will be put in the 
caboose and museum fund account.  Work is under 
way now, thanks to Bob Taylor of ―Age Before 
Beauty Fine Antiques‖, to try to get a grant in help-

(Continued on page 6) 
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TREASURER’S ISLAND 
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ing to get the house moved from Forest to the ca-
boose area over by the railroad tracks.  We need your 
support and help.  Handley is beginning to move on 
and come alive. .I want to be a part of it as it takes off 
and I hope you do too. Sooo, when you see those jars 
setting around, unload those pockets and purses of 
that heavy change and some of that green stuff too 
and help us.  You can even send in a donation on a 
check made payable to HHDC for the caboose & mu-
seum fund. Help us to help Handley grow. 
 

Here is you a ―Thought for the Day.‖  If you 
feel like doing some work, sit down and wait…  The 
feeling does go away. 
 

We are losing a business in Handley the 29th 
of July.  The ―Age Before Beauty Fine Antiques‖ will 
be closing its doors.  We hope maybe in the near fu-
ture Bob Taylor will again join us with his unique sign 
and fabulous antiques. He has been an asset to the 
business community. He will still continue to work 
with the grants for the museum and other changes 
taking place in our community. I’m afraid I will have 
withdrawal symptoms when he closes. I go over eve-
ryday to get my fix of ―Jelly Beans.‖ He has a large 
bowl full of packets of the Jelly Belly-Jelly Beans and 
they’re free, folks.  My house is full of antiques from 
his place, all conversation pieces of course, from fur 
and leather trimmed chairs and beautiful china cabi-
nets. My house runneth over with all sorts of goodies.  
I’ve about run out of room, so soon I will stop being 
every ones best customer, or I will start having to 
hang things from the ceilings. I moved from a little 
tiny house into this two-story house and I already 
have wall to wall. I do enjoy all my treasures, but 
most of all I enjoy my three little dog babies. I am 
gonna ask at those pearly gates if there’s dog poop 
to pick up .and if there is, I think I’ll try my luck down 
below. I’ve never seen such pooping dogs. 
 

After I get my daily fix of Jelly Belly’s at 
Bob’s, I go next door to the Handley Antique Mall and 
get my daily fix of Brad’s delicious ambrosia fruit 

(Continued from page 5) salad.  If you haven’t tried the fruit salad, you don’t 
know what you are missing. Go by and have lunch 
with them in the tea room and shop the mall. They 
have lots of goodies too, just ask me.  My house is 
full of their goodies too. 
 

Gina from the fruit stand made a delicious 
cheese cake for our Handley Neighborhood Asso-
ciation meeting in July.  Thank you, Gina; it was 
delicious and greatly appreciated. Gina is a new 
member of our HNA. Gina’s Fruit Stand is another 
stop on my daily rounds.  She has delicious as well 
as beautiful fruits and vegetables. Go by and pay 
her a visit and take some fresh fruit and vegetables 
home with you. 
 

Our next CPA training class starts August 
6th , and is a 36 hour class. It will be class #41. I plan 
to take the training with Dub and Freddie Holcomb. 
Monty Lambert will be teaching the class and train-
ing. 
 

Please keep in mind the upcoming Street 
Festival and Handley High Alumni Luncheon on 
October 10, 2009. Texas National Night Out Against 
Crime is Tuesday, October 6, 2009.  We hope to 
have it at the Gazebo on Handley Drive again. 
 

Please remember all of our sick and be-
reaved members in your thoughts and prayers. 
Frances Brewer is in rehab now. I’m sure she would 
appreciate some cards 
 

Our August yard of the month goes to Iva 
Mae Lasater at 7133 Jewell. Iva is a lively 88 years 
young woman who loves to work in her yard, ac-
cording to her son, Gary Rogers, who lives with 
her. Congratulations Iva on your beautiful yard. 
 

We had a note from Gladys Crutchfield on 
Putnam St. who won yard of the month for July.  
She said due to her yard receiving the yard of the 
month, her neighbors now are taking to planting 
flowers and sprucing up their yards.  She said 

August, 2009 
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pretty yards and houses with angels makes our 
world a more wonderful place to live.  They remind 
her of heaven. 
Gladys had won yard of the month in March 2004, 
right after having a second bout of breast cancer and 
what a blessing it was to her to receive this award at 
that time. 
Gladys has also volunteered her services to the as-
sociation.  She is good with making decorations.   
 

I’ll give you a few words of wisdom from the 
voice of experience. Don’t ever pull over on the 
wrong side of the street to let someone out of your 
car. It was hot, so I pulled over under some shade 
trees on this quiet deserted street. I took Joe home 
and he gave me some dimensions on a window blind 
I needed to buy. I scrambled in my purse looking for 
a pen and paper, cause I can’t remember thunder. I 
wrote the information down, put the pen back in my 
purse and was all ready to take off. When I looked 
up, who should be setting in front of me, bumper to 
bumper, but a big burly police officer on his motor 
cycle.  He didn’t crack a smile. My heart skipped a 
beat and I thought oh my goodness, I just got myself 
a ticket. I eased back a few feet, rolled down my win-
dow and as I passed him I said, ―Sorry about that, I 
was letting someone out,‖ and away I went. Whew, 
that was a close call.  He never did smile. 
 

Two more benches have been installed in our 
business district.  One was installed just around the 
corner from Handley Drive on East Lancaster in front 
of the insurance office.  That one was in memory of 
the Storey family from Bob and Marvel Storey. The 
second one was installed in front of the Handley An-
tique Mall on Handley Dr. in memory of Cecil 
Coomer, my little banty rooster. 
 
Take care until next time,   
Betty Allene ―Drinkard‖ Coomer 
 
 I attended the Ryanwood Neighborhood 
Assoc. meeting after Capt. Sudan’s meeting to-
night.    Danny Scarth gave a talk.   The new owner-

manager of Handley Oaks Apts. also gave a talk and 
it seems as though he has really been trying to 
clean up the Oaks Apts.  He was very appreciative of 
the help he has been given by the police 
dept.    Sherry Young, Education Coordinator was 
also a guest speaker.  She talked about Alzheimer’s 
Assoc. ---they have a help line 24/7 1-800-272-
3900.  They have many support groups.  Ahl. Is a 
type of Dementia.  They have Early Stage Support 
Groups.  It starts out sometimes as forgetfulness---
and can’t find things---oh my gosh---I spend the big-
gest part of my life looking for things.  Oh me.     Ry-
anwood’s next meeting will be October 27th, last 
Tues. of the month and will be a covered dish af-
fair.     Please mark all these dates down on your 
calendar—―NOW‖ heaven only knows where all my 
notes will be at that time.  Gees           That’s the Ry-
anwood Neighborhood Assoc. on Sandy Lane. Peo-
ple were also there from DALE & Exelon---they 
promise to come back.  
 
 Shirlee will be our guest speaker at our 
Handley Neighborhood Assoc. Meeting on August 
10th.  She will be talking about Code Blue and CB 
Recruitment and any other Police topic she deems 
informative.  Please attend our meeting. 

Handley Happenings 
Advertising Rates 

business card ad: $25 per month 
1/4 page ad: $40 per month 
1/2 page ad: $70 per month 

6 month  business card  ad:  $120 
We reserve the right to refuse ads. Acceptance of an ad  

is not an endorsement of products or services. 
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month in order 

to reserve a space. To place an ad call, 
Lloyd Jones at 817- 451- 2381 

Or Betty Coomer at 817- 457- 9059  
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TRACKING THE INTERURBAN’S HISTORY 
60-mph train speeded between Fort Worth and Dallas until 1934 

 
This article was published in the Star Telegram and written by Debra McGuire, a Star Telegram writer. 

 
The Interurban trains connecting Fort Worth and Dallas combined speed and luxury. This is not 
a story to read while locked in rush hour traffic in East Fort Worth. This is the story about a 
plush-seated, chandeliered, gilt-interiored train designed to race back and forth between Dallas 
and Fort Worth at 60-plus miles per hour.  It raced its last in 1934.  The Interurban, an electric-
powered rail line along 35 miles of 70-lb. steel rails, connected Fort Worth and Dallas in the 
early 1900’s.  The North Texas Traction Company sent two trains an hour between the two cities 
along tracts that parallel Highway 80.  One train, the local, stopped at places like Handley and 
Sycamore Hill.  A neighborhood grew up around another stop, Stop Six.  The Crimson Limited 
made hourly non-stop trips between Dallas and Fort Worth.  The train’s average speed was 60-
70 miles per hour; Interurban’s motto was ―Speed is Safety.‖ 
 
An article in The Bohemian, a 1910-era newspaper, said cars ran from 6:00 a.m. to 11 p.m., 
―passing in front of the major hotels of both cities.  ―Mail cars ran at night, to deliver newspa-
pers between Fort Worth and Dallas. 
 
Betty Burgess, a local historian, said the Interurban’s reliability was renowned.  ―It left Fort 
Worth and Dallas on the hour, and they said you could set your clock by it.‖ Burgess said. 
 
People not only set their clocks by the Interurban, those who could not afford cars moved to 
within walking distance of the depots, and others built houses in sight of the tracts, Burgess 
said.  ―Some of the larger houses like the Fielder House were built, they say, because you could 
sit on the front porch and watch the Interurban,‖ she said.  In the headlong flight between Dal-
las and Fort Worth, the electric-powered train sometimes collided with unwary automobiles, 
Burgess said.  The Village Creek/Brush Creek area at Handley was a particularly hazardous site.  
There are stories…there is one engine of the Interurban that went down in quicksand and could 
not be retrieved,‖ she said.   
 
Ophelia White is a retired principal at East Handley Elementary School.  Her father, Edward L. 
White, was chief engineer of the power plant that generated electricity for the Interurban and for 
Fort Worth’s street car system.  ―Just beyond Village Creek, they had a little place called Death  
Crossing because the cars would pull up in front, and there was no way for the Interurban to 
stop,‖ Ophelia White recalled.  ―They would put the car into reverse instead of using just the 
brakes.  They could tell at the power plant when that happened because it used a lot of electric-

(Continued on page 9) 
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Help the newsletter grow.   
Tell us of your days growing up in Handley, send in your old family photos of the Handley area 
(they will be returned). Just get your items in by the 15th of the month to be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Send in your favorite stories and pictures to: 
Handley Happenings 

P. O. Box 8037 
Fort Worth, Texas 76124 

Or e-mail them to: 
lloyd-jones2854@sbcglobal.net 

August, 2009 

ity.  They called that ―old man White’s brakes.‖ 
 
Summer Sundays, the Interurban carried picnickers out to Lake Erie; a Northern Texas Traction 
Co. built 30-acre lake and resort in Handley.  Vernon and Irene Castle danced at a concert pavil-
ion overlooking the lake in the days before World War I while Castle was stationed at an air 
base at Benbrook, Burgess said. 
 
It was a quieter, slower time, a time when a train ride was special, and when the round trip be-
tween Fort Worth and Handley only cost 20 cents.  It was a big feat of a Sunday afternoon for a 
young man to bring a young woman and a picnic basket out here to Handley,‖ Burgess said. 
 
Time and fast cars finally over-took the Interurban.  Service between Fort Worth and Dallas 
stopped in 1934.  Lake Erie was drained in 1956.  A few remnants of the Interurban remain—
rusting sections of tracks, decaying old buildings that once were substations for the power 
plant and cars, salvaged as museum pieces.  ―I still, in my mind, wonder, why can’t this come 
back.‖ Burgess said. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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History - Handley Meadowbrook Christian Church 

    
 
 Handley Meadowbrook Christian Church was built at 
3128 Forrest Ave in the Spring of 1921 and was origi-
nally named First Christian Church, Handley, 
Texas.   Members of the congregation did most of the 
construction work. 
   In 1945, A lot was purchased at 2812 Forrest Ave to 
build a parsonage.  In 1947, the membership changed 
the church's name to Handley Christian Church.   
    In 1953, the membership decided to move and pur-
chased a lot at 6020 Meadowbrook Dr.   They broke 
ground on May 22, 1954 to build a new sanctuary, fel-
lowship hall, an adult's department, and a children's 
department.  The old building was sold to the Assem-
bly of God church.  The members of the congregation 
decided to change the name to Handley Meadowbrook Christian Church.  It was dedicated on 
February 27, 1955 and is located on the same spot to this day. 
    Our congregation finished a huge building project in the summer of 1999. We finished add-
ing a playground to the church property. The building additions included a new entrance, a cir-
cle drive with covered drop/pick up area, handicap accessible restrooms in the front of the 
church, and remodeling the upstairs and downstairs restrooms. In early 2004, HMCC added a 
new audio/visual system to the sanctuary for multimedia presentations. In September of 2005, 
HMCC purchased a new 10 passenger van for Sunday morning worship pickup and to take 
church members to camps and retreats. There are also plans under way in the next few years 
to add additional classrooms and build a Family Life Center next to the church. 
 
This information courtesy of the Trinity Christian Church. 

August, 2009 
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Membership Enrollment Form 

        Have a voice in your community.  
      Help shape and improve your 

Handley Neighborhood today and for the future. Join the 
Historic Handley Neighborhood Association and make a difference. 

  

  

Name __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

        Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
 

City _______________________ State ___________ Zip Code______________ 
 
 

Phone _______________________ Mobile Phone ________________________ 
 
 

Fax _______________________ E-Mail _________________________________ 
 
 

Date________________________ 
 
 

Birth date/s_______________________________  Anniversary_______________ 
 
 

Dues are $12.00 per household a year 
Please make checks payable to the Handley Neighborhood Association 

And mail to P O Box 8037, Fort Worth, Texas, 76124-8037 
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HISTORIC HANDLEY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

 ASSOCIATION 
P.O.  Box  8037 

Fort Worth, TX  76124-8037 

Helping the community 
through community 

involvement 

In God  
We Trust 

August, 2009 

 


